[Two Cases of Rectal Cancer with Pelvic Local Recurrence Complicated with Sepsis after Rectal Cancer Surgery Successfully Treated with Radiation Therapy].
Treatment of rectal cancer with postoperative pelvic recurrence may complicate infection and may be difficult to treat. We experienced 2 cases complicated with sepsis due to infection in the pelvic local recurrence in which radiation therapy was performed and they were shifted to outpatient molecular-targeted drug therapy. Case 1 involved a 58-year-old woman. In December 2011, colostomy and chemotherapy were performed for locally advanced rectal cancer. In June 2012, we performed low anterior resection. In January 2014, chemotherapy was started for pelvic recurrence. She discontinued treatment for 4 months due to personal circumstances. Recurrence was worsened, and infection caused sepsis and she was admitted to the hospital in February 2017. Infection was not improved with antibiotic drugs, and radiation therapy(60 Gy/30 times)was performed. Infection was improved, and panitumumab monotherapy was started and she was discharged. Case 2 involved a 61-year-old man. In February 2014, a lower anterior resection for rectal cancer was performed. In September 2015, chemotherapy was started for pelvic recurrence. In November 2016, chemotherapy was discontinued due to esophageal variceal rupture. Recurrence was worsened, and infection caused sepsis and he was admitted to the hospital in May 2017. Radiation therapy(50 Gy/20 times)was performed after colostomy. Infection was improved, and cetuximab monotherapy was started and he was discharged.